A.5. LIST OF COURSES/MODULES 

start the description of every course/module on the new page by duplicating the scheme bellow 

Ordinal number:      
Title of course/module: INTERPRETATIVE PROBLEMS IN POLITICAL THEORY  
Status of course/module (required/elective): Elective
Name of course/module teacher: Hrvoje Cvijanović, PhD
Names of course/module teacher/associate teacher: /
Language of instruction in course/module: English
Number of instruction hours:  30 - 10 hours of lectures and 20 hours of seminars     
Outline of course/module content
This course surveys philosophical and political problems in interpretation of Plato and Nietzsche. The first aimed towards firm foundations of political and philosophical life, the last to dismantle all foundations whatsoever. Therefore, Plato and Nietzsche are the seminal philosophers and the theorists of politics, knowledge, and morality, sometimes marked as the first and the last philosopher in the canon of Western philosophical-political tradition from antiquity to modernity. Their political thinking is perceived as provocative, inspirational, and open for different interpretations, but it can be understood as well as a reaction to the deep social, political, and cultural crisis of the time. The answers they provide are radical and challenging, and as such provide food for thought in dealing with the similarly proclaimed crisis of contemporary Europe. Hence, the course aims to illustrate that many of the concepts and ideas that dominate our thinking about politics and culture today have been influenced by Plato and Nietzsche, one that can be seen as the founder, the other as the dismantler. Yet, there are at least few fundamental topics of interest that Plato and Nietzsche share. It is their search for knowledge, self-examination, transparency, their distrust of democracy and the democratic rule of the masses, the search for greatness and excellency, for "reevaluation of all values", and the hope for a recovery of the healthy society where a thinker can flourish. 

The task of this course will be in understanding different traits of their respective political and philosophical ideas through an in-depth analysis of their fundamental writings, articulating and deciphering the internal tensions within these texts and the interpretative challenges that constitute a particularly difficult hermeneutical problem. In a roughly chronological fashion, we will read many of the principle works (and some fragments) of both Plato and Nietzsche, and their questioning of the political and social legacy of the times that preceded their own, but left a trauma that they expressed in their writings. In the seminar we will be focused on reading and discussing secondary literature on these seminal theorists aiming toward deeper understanding on the primary sources, while rethinking questions about the theoretical and practical possibilities for alternatives these thinkers were advocating for. 

Hence, the course objectives will be to familiarize the students with the fundamental themes Plato and Nietzsche develop – the issues on justice, power, politics, morality, philosophy, individuality and collectivity – and how these themes are articulated, and echoed later on, as well as exposed to a nuanced understanding of their respective political-philosophical projects – the differences between Socrates and Plato's projects, Nietzsche's view on the role of Socrates in the development of Western rationalism and the Enlightenment, and the legacy of their thoughts in contemporary critique of modernity, democracy, and liberalism. 

Some of the key themes that will be elaborated on and discussed during the lectures and seminars are:

-Introduction to Plato's political and moral philosophy - Plato's Early Socratic dialogues

-The Politics of Power and Rhetoric in the Gorgias
-Plato's Political Project in the Republic

-What's left of Plato's Political Project? Plato's late dialogues

-Nietzsche's Quest for Origins and the Problem of Socratic Optimism and Rationalism in Nietzsche's Early Writings
-Nietzsche's Philosophical-Political Project

-Nietzsche on Modernity, Individuality, and Mass Society

-The Crisis of European Culture: Democracy, Sick Values, and the Morality of Self-Denial

- Nietzschean Anti-Modern and Antiliberal Sensibility 

Reading list (mandatory and recommended)
Readings are divided into two categories – the primary sources and the secondary sources. We will read all the primary sources, and selections from the secondary sources. 

Primary:

	Plato, Euthyphro
Plato, Apology
Plato, Crito
Plato, Gorgias

Plato, Phaedrus
Plato, Republic 

Plato, Theaetetus
Plato, Statesman

Plato, Laws (selections)
Nietzsche, The Greek State + Homer on Competition
Nietzsche, The Birth of Tragedy
Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra (Prologue)
Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil
Nietzsche, Gay Science (selections)
Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality


Secondary (recommended list):

Gregory Vlastos, Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Dialogue and Dialectic: Eight Hermenrutical Studies on Plato
C. Tarnopolsky – Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato’s Gorgias and the Politics of Shame
David Stauffer, The Unity of Plato's "Gorgias"

Jacques Derrida, Plato's Pharmacy
Leo Strauss, On Plato's Republic, in: The City and Man
Karl Popper, Open Society and its Enemies: The Spell of Plato (Vol 1)

Xavier Marquez, A Stranger's Knowledge: Statesmanship Philosophy & Law in Plato's "Statesman"

Zina Gianopolou, Plato's Theaetetus as a Second Apology

Stanley Rosen - Plato's Statesman: The Web of Politics

Stern – Knowledge and Politics in Plato's Theaetetus

R.B. Rutherford, The Art of Plato
Wilson - Nietzsche’s Early Political Thinking II: “The Greek State”
Roberto Alejandro, Nietzsche and the Drama of Historiobiography

Daniel Conway, Nietzsche and the Political
Tracy B. Strong, Friedrich Nietzsche and the Politics of Transfiguration

Ridley – «Guilt Before God, or God Before Guilt? The Second Essay on Nietzsche's Genealogy»

Peter Berkowitz, Nietzsche: The Ethics of an Immoralist
Alexander Nehamas, Virtues of Authenticity

Laurence Lampert, Nietzsche and Modern Times
Description of instruction methods
Lectures, seminars, and independent study. Students would have to read the assigned readings and be prepared for a conversation. I will provide lectures to guide the discussion but the students will be responsible for elaborating on literature during the seminars. The fact that extensive readings are required for this course signals that the students will be expected to show their proficiency in dealing with the texts and engage in resolving their interpretative problems. Since this is the philosophy/theory-based course, the seminar will focus on discussions and presentations whose purpose will be to improve overall understanding and ways how thoughts can be articulated and debated.

Description of course/module requirements 
Essay (60%) – research essay (about 20 pages) exploring more detailed and sophisticated arguments or aspects of either Plato's or Nietzsche's theory internally in relation to another contemporary interpreter(s), and/or the question-essay (about 10 pages, 30%, answering the question posed on the topic from the course).

Presentations (30%) – two presentations for the seminar discussion, about 15-20 minutes, based on the secondary readings assigned for the particular week.

Discussion (10%) – in-class commentaries on the readings, reflections on the topics and problems in interpretation.

Description of monitoring of teaching quality
Teaching is monitored though anonymous surveys that will give an opportunity to active participants to estimate its quality. These results will be further examined by the Council of the postgraduate doctoral study and by the Board for the monitoring of the quality of teachings of the Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb.    
Appointed ECTS (if any): 7
