A.5. LIST OF COURSES/MODULES 

start the description of every course/module on the new page by duplicating the scheme bellow 

Ordinal number:      
Title of course/module: Methodology of EU Law
Status of course/module (required/elective): Elective      
Name of course/module teacher: Tamara Ćapeta
Names of course/module teacher/associate teacher:      
Language of instruction in course/module: English
Number of instruction hours:  30 - 10 hours of lectures and 20 hours of seminars     
Outline of course/module content
The general objective of the course is to provide students of political sciences with the necessary methodological tools to think about law and to use law in order to understand the process of European integration. 

More particularly, the course aims first at developing students' understanding of the context within which EU law develops. In order to understand the legal system as it has developed in the EU, students need to get familiar with the principal legal actors, most importantly, the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) and its interaction with the national courts of the Member States as well as with the Member States' governments. 

The main working material of the course are judicial decisions of the CJEU. Course aims at enabling students to read, understand and develop critical reasoning in relation to the case-law. By reading judgments, and discussing them in classes students will develop understanding of basic tensions in relationship between the EU and national powers, and between the EU and national law, particularly constitutional law. 

The course also aims at enabling students for independent research. Thus, the students will also learn about the most important databases containing necessary information for legal research.   

CONTENT OF THE COURSE

Unit 1 – Introduction + Evolution of the EU 

Learning outcomes: to get to know each other; to learn what is this subject about; to understand the methods of work; to learn where to find materials and how to prepare for classes; to discuss reasons for the European integration, once and today; to learn about the most important developments; to understand the reasons for current constitutional structure of the EU; to understand current institutional organisation at the EU level; to discuss EU federalism

Unit 2 – Powers and Sources of Law

Learning outcomes: to understand the principle of conferral, subsidiarity and proportionality; to learn about the division of powers between the EU and the Member States and understand concepts of exclusive, shared and complementary powers; to understand the concept of the legal basis;  to learn the systematisation of sources of EU law; to discuss modifications in the sources of EU law introduced by the Lisbon Treaty; to understand the connection between the different sources of law and the enacting institution

Unit 3 – Finding EU law

Learning outcomes: to learn how to use official EU web site, including Eur-lex and curia web; to explain the requirements students will have to satisfy to have positive grade of their paper; to discuss which steps an independent research contains 

Unit 4 – EU External Powers

Learning outcomes: to learn about the EU role in the world; to understand the mechanisms for entering into international relations and the existing tensions; to understand the role of different EU institutions in the exercise of external EU powers; to understand the influence of the case law on the development of the EU external powers.

Unit 5 – EU Judiciary

Learning outcomes: to understand the structure of EU judiciary as consisting of the CJEU and national courts; to understand the internal organisation of the EU Court and to discuss current tensions and changes; to understand the importance of courts in law-creation; to understand the importance of the role of the CJEU in EU constitutional order; to learn the basic heads of jurisdiction of the CJEU; to understand the mechanism of cooperation between the Court of Justice and the national courts and understand its importance

Unit 6 – Transformation of the EU legal order

Learning outcomes: to understand how was the EU legal order constitutionalised; to understand and discuss the role of the Court and of the other actors in constitutionalisation of EU law; to discuss consequences of direct effect for different actors, most importantly EU citizens, Member States and their courts; to understand initial problems of accommodating supremacy; to discuss the relationship between the EU and the national constitutional orders through the concept of constitutional pluralism.
Unit 7 – Fundamental Rights in the EU

Learning outcomes: to systematize developments of EU fundamental rights from their incorporation as general principles to the adoption of legally binding Charter of Fundamental Rights; to understand the role of the Court in the development of fundamental rights protection; to discuss tensions in the process of achieving the EU's membership in the European Convention of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms; to understand the relationship between fundamental rights and fundamental treaty freedoms

Unit 8 – The concept of Direct Effect

Learning outcomes: to understand importance of the direct effects doctrine on the basis of the case-law developing effects of directives; to recognise problems in judicial developments of constitutional concepts; to understand the difference between vertical and horizontal effect; to learn which sources of law have which type of direct effects; to discuss reasons and problems caused by the denial of horizontal effect to directives

Unit 9 – The concept of interpretive effect

Learning outcomes: to understand reasons for imposing interpretative obligation on courts; to understand the difference between interpretative and direct application of a norm; to realize the limits of interpretative obligation; to discuss problems caused by interpretive effects for the separation of powers between different institutions of government

Unit 10 – Current state of EU constitutionalism

Learning outcomes: to discuss problems of law-making through case-law; to discuss appropriateness of constitution-making through case-law; to engage in the discussion about the future of the EU constitutionalism; to assess and discuss the rule of law crisis in the EU
Reading list (mandatory and recommended)
Reading for each class will be posted on the web.
Background literature:

Allan Rosas and Lorna Armati, EU Constitutional Law – an Introduction, third edition, Hart Publishing, 2018
Craig & De Búrca: EU Law: Text, Cases, and Materials, Oxford UP, 7th edition 2020 
Robert Schütze, (2020). Introduction to European Law (Third edition). Oxford University Press, 2020
Judging Europe’s Judges, The legitimacy of the case law of the European Court of Justice, Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2013

R. Schutze, From Dual to Cooperative Federalism, The Changing Structure of European Law, OUP, 2013

Monica Claes, The National Courts' Mandate in the European Constitution, Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2006

The Evolution of EU Law, Second Edition, Edited by Paul Craig and Gráinne de Búrca, OUP, 2011

Catherine Barnard and Steve Peers, European Union Law, OUP, 2014

J. H. H. Weiler, the Transformation of Europe, 100 Yale Law Journal, No. 8 (1991)

Karen Alter, The European Court's Political Power Across Time and Space, Northwestern Law & Econ Research Paper No 09-03 (http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1334328)

Description of instruction methods
The course consists of 30 hours of interactive lectures, divided into 10 classes, 3 hours each, All students will be expected to prepare for each class by reading the materials posted on the web (on the platform Merlin). Depending on number of students, students might be demanded to prepare presentations on given topics, which will be discussed in the class. Dialogue in the classes is the key teaching method in this course.
Description of course/module requirements 
Students are required to prepare for each class and to be able to discuss the questions posted on the web for each Unit. 

The exam is written take-home exam. Grades will depend on the exam and the students’ preparation and participation in class discussions.

Description of monitoring of teaching quality
Teaching is monitored though anonymous surveys that will give an opportunity to active participants to estimate its quality. These results will be further examined by the Council of the postgraduate doctoral study and by the Board for the monitoring of the quality of teachings of the Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb.    
Appointed ECTS (if any): 7
