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Sveučilište u Zagrebu


PRIJEDLOG PROGRAMA DOKTORSKOG STUDIJA

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


A.5. POPIS PREDMETA/MODULA 
opis svakog novog predmeta/modula započnite na novoj stranici kopirajući priloženu shemu
Redni broj predmeta:      
Naziv predmeta/modula: Perspectives on Politics and Culture in Contemporary Europe
Vrsta (obvezni ili izborni): izborni
Ime nositelja predmeta/modula: izv.prof.dr.sc. Zlatan Krajina
Imena nastavnika /suradnika na predmetu/modulu:      
Jezik izvođenja predmeta modula: engleski 
Broj sati nastave: 30 sati - 10 sati predavanja i 20 sati seminara 
Okvirni sadržaj predmeta/modula
If any political and cultural features can be said to characterize Europe, a continent without clear borders but with powerful imaginaries, practices of signification and politics of communication, as well as contentious and ever-shifting boundaries, and European Union, a unique and contested political project, these are, according to Zygmunt Bauman, self-reflexivity (the questioning of its self-perceived centredness in the world and issues like who belongs to this space and how) and mobility (across and beyond this single continent, both symabolically and physically, that was never ‘discovered’). And if, at the same time, communication and the media can be said to share symbolic and material (historical, institutional, practical, economic, etc.) properties, which get articulated differently in different contexts as result of power relations, this key theoretical perspective is best observed empirically precisely in Europe. 

This course speaks to both students in European politics and Media and politics, bringing them together in a space of ciritcal and unending dialogue which seeks to alert those in European studies that no space can be studied meaningfully outside complex infrastructures, politics and practices of communication and to oblige those in Media studies to study 'vertically' (involving both micro-level issues of practice and macro questions of history, geography and politics) issues they observe 'horizontally' (studying matters of communication). By doing so, we build from the experience of previous two generations of successful candidates taking this course and focus not on detailing a single discipline, concept or author in any given session but in fact conversely provide an overview of some of the key issues – broadly spanning to key areas: politics of identity in Europe and critical and materialist approaches to media/communications – through methods of multidimensional narration (involving author biography, demonstration of select critical concepts, audio-visual materials pertaining to examples, and student debate with specific weekly assignments). The course is entirely devoted to engaging students in considering how a rich inheritance on knowledge that emerged at the nexus of Europe and communications from a variety of disciplines and mainly cultural studies, can usefully 'unsettle' what they think they know - and how they come to know - their research topics. We present, session by session, the contribution of individual authors – Walter Benjamin, Stuart Hall, David Morley, Doreen Massey, and Zygmunt Bauman – to the development of an unorthodox understanding of communication within, about and in relation to Europe. The course examines some of the key features of contemporary public cultures, such as urban living, technological and cultural mediation, identity, ideology, belonging, spatiality, multiplicity, representation and articulation, in the European context, by focusing on individual contributions of the above-named scholars (and links to other relevant authors: G. Simmell and R. Sennett with W. Benjamin; R. Williams and C. Mouffe with Hall; P. Scannell and M. McLuhan with Morley; D. Harvey and H. Lefebvre with Massey; U. Beck and A. Giddens with Bauman). 

The first session introduces the course and assigns weekly roles in debates to students. The mid-term session 5 looks back at previous sessions to expand specifically on the single notion that transpired to address both European politics and communication from a postcolonial and postmodern standpoint: multiplicity (Massey), whereby students engage in "spatial analysis" of their respective research materials and re introduced to further ideas from other relevant authors who were not covered by individual sessions like Kevin Robins, Dipesh Chakrabarty, Ella Shohat/Robert Stam, Johan Fornas, J. N. Pieterse, etc. We start in session 2 with the major figure in British Cultural Studies, Stuart Hall, who writing in the context of mid- to late- 20th century debates about postcolonial identities, diaspora and diffuse understanding of cultural power (“determined without determination”) has further disturbed the canons of marxism, neoliberalism and identity politics. We shall focus on his fundamental concepts: representation and identity; articulation and conjecture, which have deeply influenced debates about media, communication, race and politics of belonging. Session 3 examines the work of David Morley, whose recent work on rehabilitating Marxian definition of communication as the mobility of goods, information and people has changed what we know about personal technology in daily context, uneven (geographically concentrated) distribution of access to networks and European spaces of identity/migrations, in conjunction with his approach “non-media-centric media studies” that has significantly intervened in media research agenda. Our concern will be his two cornerstone contributions to media and cultural studies over the past nearly fifty years: redefining communications and technology; interdiscourse and multidimensional analysis. In session 4, we look at how the work of the human geographer Doreen Massey challenged the place of space in social sciences and how it prompted a wide-spread ‘spatialization’ of thinking about any political, cultural or media/communication-related issue, particularly in relation to gender and widely spatial (non-linear) ‘multiplicity’: a world anchored in hierarchies but also characterized by cosmopolitan conviviality or ‘throwntogetherness’. Session 6 introduces students to issues pertaining to the particular form of sociology characterizing the work of Zygmunt Bauman, tour de force synthesis (spanning dozens books) that traverses issues of European identity, communication and sociality through the optics of postmodern ethics and fluidity. Finally, session 7 explores Walter Benjamin’s ‘historical materialist’ and scholarly unconventional (erudite, yet poetic) contribution to critical theory looking at the specificities of large-scale urbanization of Europe, as the self-proclaimed centre of capitalist modernity, and its specific infrastructures (consumption, cinematic sensibility) which have since his writings in the first half of the 20th century across European cities travelled well beyond Europe and still structure debates about what defines urban living as the dominant form of human association in the 21st century. Final sessions include in session 8 a presentation by the course leader of an attempt to orchestrate key inputs from previous meetings into a coherent study as a way of reviewing the covered issues (e.g. the study of periphery as communication in the context of the relationships among the Balkans and the EU) and student feedback from their respective perspectives and finally a round of student presentations with lecturer's feedback on how they think any of the issues they engaged with in the course will help redefine and provide further focus to their doctoral projects.  

In terms of learning outcomes, by the end of the course students will:

•
Be familiar with some of the key intellectual perspectives useful for understanding contemporary public cultures and communication/cultural processes in the European context

•
Make effective connections between appropriate conceptual contributions from such perspectives as cultural/media studies, human geography, critical theory and sociology for developing independent understanding of a range of contemporary social phenomena concerning European identity

•
Be comfortable, in their respective research projects, to transgress disciplinary boundaries in the search of the most useful approaches, integrate the study of macro processes into the understanding of micro situations (and vice-versa), and appropriately relate the material and symbolic components of spaces (physical and virtual) activated in the negotiation of Europe 

In terms of research skills by the end of the course students will:

•
undertake independent research and report on that research within the time constraints and the required standards of quality and form (examined essay)

•
develop skills for interdisciplinary research and pragmatic use of different ideas in the understanding of social phenomena (a diverse range of both academic and non-academic resources)

•
work individually and in groups in finding links between different strands of theory and empirical cases to develop an understanding of the multidimensionality of the mediated living in Europe  

Weekly sessions:

1.
The battlefield of signification, power and meanings of Europe – introduction to the course and assignment of tasks

2.
Stuart Hall: representation, ideology and identity; articulation and conjencture

3.
David Morley: redefining communications and technology; interdiscourse and multidimensional analysis

4.
Doreen Massey: space/place; multiplicity and throwntogetherness

5.
Multiplicity and Europe: spatial analysis with H. Lefebvre, D. Chakrabarty, J. Fornas and K. Robins

6.
Zygmunt Bauman: fluidity and postmodern ethics

7.
Walter Benjamin: the rise of the modern metropolis and cinematic sensibilities

8.
Examining the Balkan periphery as communication about Europe and its centre(s)

9.
Engaging with theory at the junction of cultural, media and European studies 1: presentations and feedback

10.
Engaging with theory at the junction of cultural, media and European studies 2: presentations and feedback 


Popis literature (obvezatne i preporučene)

Seminar readings for weekly sessions:

2.
Hall, S. (2017) „Our Mongrel Selves“ (Europe) and „The Neoliberal Revolution“ (Communication) in Sally Davison, Davide Featherstone, Michael Rustin, & Bill Schwartz (Eds.), Stuart Hall – Selected Political Writings: The Great Moving Right Show and Other Essays. London: Lawrence and Wishart

Hall, S. (1992) "The Question of cultural identity", pp. 274-307, in Modernity and its futures ed. Hall et al., Open University.

Hol S. (2012) Rasističke ideologije i mediji, Moć, Mediji & (ur.) Čekić i Blagojević, Beograd.

"The Stuart Hall Project" (film, dir. John Akomfrah, BFI 2013)

3.
Morley, D. (2015) „Cultural Studies, Common Sense and Communications“ in Cultural Studies 29:1, pp 23-31. 

Morley, D. (2006) „Unanswered Questions in Audience Research“, The Communication Review, 9:2, pp 101 – 121.

Morley, D. (2017) Communication and Mobility (Wiley) - chapters: „Redefining Communications“, „Geography, Topography, and Topology“, „Constituting Europe: Empires, Nations, and Techno‐zones“

Morley, D. (2009) Media, Modernity, Technology (Routledge) – chapters: "EurAm, modernity, reason and alterity: After the West", "Beyond Global Abstraction"

Morley, D. (2000) Home Territories (Routledge) - chapter "Post-structuralism, postmodernity and politics of difference: At home in Europe"

Morley, D. and Robins, K. (1995) Spaces of identity (Routledge) (whole book) 

Krajina, Zlatan, Moores, Shaun i Morley, David (2014) 'Non-media-centric Media Studies: A cross-generational conversation', in European Journal Of Cultural Studies

4.
Massey, D. (1994) „A Global Sense of Place“, Space, Place and Gender Minneapolis: University od Minnessotta Press.  + „Reading the „Global sense of place“ by Tim Cresswell (Place: An introduction)

Massey. D. (1999) „Spaces of Politics“ in Massey et al Human Geography Today London: Wiley. 

5.
Drakulić, Slavenka Morley, David Krajina Zlatan and Blanuša Nebojša (2016) “Can Western Europe be at Home in the Balkans?” in Krajina, Blanuša (ed) EU, Europe Unfinished: Mediating Europe and the Balkans in a Time of Crisis London: Rowman and Littlefield

6.
Bauman, Z. (2004) Identity: Conversations with Benedetto Vecchi (Polity. Press: Cambridge (whole book!) 

Bauman, Z. (2003) City of fears, city of hopes Goldsmiths, London

Bauman, Z. (1996) "From Pilgrim to Tourist - or a short history of identity" in Hall et al (eds) Questions of cultural identity (Sage)

Bauman, Z. (1992) „Soil, blood and identity" in The Sociological Review 

Bauman, Z. (2017) "Europa stranaca", "Stvaranje i prevazilaženje stranaca" in Stranac u Humanističkom nasleđu, Mediterran, Beograd (eds. Marinković, Ristić)

Bauman, Z. (2009) Postmoderna etika (AGM)

Bauman, Z. (2004) Europe: An Unfinished Adventure (Wiley)

7.
Benjamin, W. (2009) One-Way Street London, New York: Penguin – texts on Berlin, Naples and Moscow

Benjamin, W. (2016) Paris the capital of 19th century in Low, S. et al (eds) People Space and Place (Routledge)

Benjamin, W. (1968) „Some motifs on Baudelaire“ in Illuminations (NY: Harcourt, Brace & World) With: Ben Highmore „Absentminded media“ (Ordinary lives, Routledge 2011) + Mike Featherstone „The flaneur, the city and virtual public life“ (Consumer Culture and Postmodernism 1991 Routledge)

8.
Krajina, Zlatan „Why the Balkans, Why Now, Who cares?“ (2016) in Krajina, Blanuša (ed) EU, Europe Unfinished: Mediating Europe and the Balkans in a Time of Crisis London: Rowman and Littlefield

Chakrabarty, D. (2000) Provincializing Europe (Princeton) – Introduction 

Shohat, E. & Stam, R. (1997) Unthinking Eurocentrism (Routledge) – Introduction

Robins, K. (2014) Europe and its complexity: what would like to be said? Cultural Politics 10/3

Förnas, J. (2011) Signifying Europe (Intellect) – ch 9 „Projecting Europe“

Förnas, J. (2012) European identification: symbolic mediations of unity and diversity Global media journal 6:1

Pieterse, J. N. (1992) Unpacking the West: How European is Europe? (UCC London)

A more detailed list of literature cited in the lectures and literature recommended for specific topics will be distributed in the classroom.

Opis metoda provođenja nastave
 Each meeting will be a sequence of 1.5 hr lecture (demonstrating the work and life of individual authors and key concepts selected for this course) and a 1.5 hr seminar, with a break in between. The course will be given in a dialogical way, and students will be asked to bring in a variety of their own empirical cases and materials to support informed and critical discussions. 

Particular attention will be paid on how diverse prospective students' research topics might profit from engagement with the perspectives covered in the course. The course is designed to 'disturb' orthodox approaches and crude disciplinary thinking in social sciences and the humanities and assist students to develop projects which can converse with contemporary developments across relevant disciplines. Thus, an initialy transdisciplinary curiosity and openness in ways of thinking about the contemporary mediated world will be welcomed.         

Opis načina izvršavanja obveza
    Students are required: 

-
To attend regularly (not more than one absence)

-
To read the seminar text each week – assigned in the first session from a pool of dozens selected texts as per each student's respective research focus and actively engage in discussion using and evaluating the seminar text in the process (failure to do so is considered as absence from the session)

-
To prepare one in-sessional presentation which discusses an issue raised in the weekly seminar reading (see the schedule agreed in the first session).      

Opis načina praćenja kvalitete nastave
      To assure students complete the course for the final examination (submission of examined essays), students will be required to read weekly texts and engage actively for group discussions in each weekly session by bringing in their own examples and selecting key ideas to examine closely and failure to do so in any session will count as absence from the session. Thus, students will be assessed weekly, which will amount to 80% of the final grade. Students will also present in the final session, where they will receive feedback and comments from their peers as well as the course leader.   
broj ECTS bodova (ako ih ima): 7
